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however, he had reached a position threatening Bennigsen's
left rear, the position at Jonkowo was no longer tenable.

In front of Bennigsen, Napoleon confined his operations
to a delaying action, awaiting the expected turning move-
ment of Sotdt and Davout. Nothing beyond a desultory
exchange of artillery fire occurred in this part of the field.

The Emperor still hoped that Bennigsen would remain to
fight next day, in which case, with Davout and Soult
descending on his rear, he must almost certainly have been
destroyed.

At daybreak on the 4th, the Emperor moved forward,
Murat in front of the centre, Ney on the right of Jonkowo,
Augereau on the left, Soult,from Bergfried, towards Mondtken.
It soon appeared that Bennigsen, aware not only of Soult's
presence at Bergfried, but also of the capture of G-uttstadt by
Guyot on the previous evening, had retreated during the
night, leaving only a strong rear-guard to waste Napoleon's
time by inducing him to deploy for battle. The course which
he followed, in retreating northwards, was Bennigsen's only
chance of assuring his communications with Koenigsberg,
which were seriously compromised by the loss of Bergfried,
and by Davout's advance on Cruttstadt,

The Russians marched in three columns, under Sacken,
Gallitzin, and Tutchkow, on Wolfsdorf and Arensdorf.

The rear-guard followed, also in three columns, under the
general command of Bagration; Bagavout on the right,
Markow in the centre, Barclay de Tolly on the left. They
were followed and harassed all day by Ney, Murat, and
Soult.

A sharp cavalry fight occurred between Ney and Bagavout
at Waltersmuhl. Bagavout, reinforced by Bagration, and
touching Markow's column, kept up a running fight till
nightfall put an end to it.

Mtirat pushed on to Beppen, whence he drove the enemy
after a cavalry combat,

Soult, closely following the Bussian left column, and